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Funding	Request	Form	

	
Please answer the following questions, and email a saved copy of this document to 
info@manelekoele.org. Please send as a WORD Document.  Incomplete answers may 
delay or prevent you from being funded. 

1. Orgnaization: 

Lana`i High & Elementary (LHES) 
6th Grade Science 
Teacher: Michele (Kapua) Weinhouse 

 
2. Is this organization a 501c3?   

No, LHES is a government state agency, part of the Department of Education. 
 
3. Name, address, email address and phone number of primary contact person 

Kapua Weinhouse 
PO Box 630630 
Lana`i City, HI  96763 
Email:  Michele_Weinhouse@notes.k12.hi.us 
Cell:  760-390-5632 

 
4. Description and history of the organization 

My name is Michele (Kapua) Weinhouse and I attended 6th grade at LHES in 1976.  
Teaching is my 2nd career.  Formerly, I was a Chemist in the Biopharmaceutical 
Industry in San Diego.  My husband, a chemist, has retired and as of last year 
(2016), we call Lana`i home.  I came to Lana`i wanting to share my love of science 
to its youth and was hired to teach 6th grade math and science in 2016.  I am one of 
the few teachers who can say I once sat in the same seats as my students and even 
part of a smaller number who actually had a career in the industry I teach.  I have 
come home to pass on my knowledge to students of whom I see much of myself.  I 
am a 21st century scientist and teacher, who wants to turn her classroom into a 21st 
century classroom with 21st century students.  However, I need your help to do that.  
 
Currently, I have no computers of my own in my classroom.  However, I share 10 
chrome books with another teacher and share 2 laptops from the STEMWorks 
program.  I have access to a computer lab (computers for all my students) that is 
shared between elementary and middle school and is located in another building.  
Middle school usage is confined to Wednesdays and Thursdays which may or may 
not coincide with the odd/even periods schedule for that week.  For the shared 
computers in my classroom, students take turns using the computers as I don’t have 
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enough for each student.  In Math, I use the computers to differentiate instruction 
and student work.  Of the 53 students, 20% are Special Education (SpEd) and 16% 
are English Language Learners (ELL).   
 
In math, the current textbook has an internet component that can especially help 
SpEd and ELL students by reinforcing my lessons.  Differentiating in my classroom 
also means that I can have my general education (GenEd) students access the 
internet lessons while I spend more one-on-one time with my SpEd and ELL 
students.  The limited number of computers in my classroom and the usage of the 
shared computer lab is not ideal.  By having enough computers so each student can 
access materials on the internet, lessons plans can be optimized and geared to 
individual student needs much easier and seamless.  
 
In Science, the students utilize the computers almost daily for science project 
research and writing.  Utilization of online resources such as Google documents 
enables student groups to contribute to a single document simultaneously that I can 
grade and give feedback. Currently, all the project teams share a computer and in 
the case where all students need to have access to a computer, we have gone to 
the computer lab.  On occasion, I have had to ask Elementary if I can share usage of 
the computer lab on their designated day to accommodate the Middle/High school 
odd/even schedule.  In addition, the computer lab is not ideal for teaching a lesson 
as there is no area to give a proper lesson and demonstrations are, of course, 
excluded.  With the large percentage of SpEd students, computers can level the 
playing field, giving SpEd students the ability to take notes effectively and turning in 
assignments easily and efficiently. 
 
In addition, I open my classroom to students before school offering tutoring, use of 
my computers and to print items students need.  Students will use the computers to 
work on class assignments (mine and other teachers) using my borrowed 
computers.  I do not charge the students for paper or ink.   

 
5. Current Project:  

a. “How do I live off the `aina?” 
b. In teaching physical science to 6th graders, my ultimate goal for them is to 

become science-literate citizens of Lana`i where they understand the need to 
conserve, preserve and restore Lana`i’s natural resources.  In order for them to 
do so, I begin by teaching them how science is important on Lana`i through a 
project-base, place-base learning science project centered around the driving 
question, “How do I live off the `aina?”.  We have borrowed 10 chromebooks 
(without a mouse or ear phones) and students share computers.  To ensure that 
all my students create a research- and technogogy-rich project, every student 
should have access to their own computer in the classroom.   

 
On March 9, the 6th Graders hosted a Science Expo for their 3rd Quarter final 
demonstrating their mastery of the scientific method as well as improve their 
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ability to communicate science to those outside the classroom.  We will spend 
the last quarter of the year further researching their projects to specifically 
answer the driving question (“How do we live off the `aina?”) for which computers 
will be vital.  

 
6. Total amount of Funding Request:  

a. Date Funds will be needed:  We need the items now but it would be great to have 
by May 1, 2017 so that computers, etc. can be ordered and configured.  That 
way the computers can be configured in time to use for the beginning of the 
2017-2018 school year. 

      Itemized breakdown of the funding request: (Please include current budget for 
 organization and for the proposed project) 
 Currrently, I receive $250 for classroom supplies.  
 

20 – Acer Chromebook 14, $299 ea $5980.00 
20 – Corded mouse, $9.99 ea $  199.80 
20 – On the ear headphones, $9.90 ea $  198.00 
1 – Wireless, ink jet printer $  109.99 
1 – Mobile, locking charging cart $  753.82 
Subtotal $7241.61  
Tax $  289.66 
Shipping $  140.00 
Total                                                                                $7671.27 

 
7. Identify who the funding request would benefit, i.e. what age groups, etc.  Include 

number and demographics of targeted population. 

This grant would benefit ALL 6th graders at LHES.  Currently, there are 53 sixth 
graders that take my science classes.  Their ages range from 10-12, with most 
being 11. They are a mix of Filipino, Hawaiian, White, Black, Micronesian.  There 
are 8 English Language Learners, 9 with learning diabilities, 5 who are gifted and 
talented (GATE), one with a physical disability and one student who is both ELL 
and SpEd.  The use of computers in the classroom will impact the SpEd students 
most as computers in the classroom give these students a more equitable 
education with access to resources outside the classroom geared specially to 
overcoming their disabilities as well as provide a more challenging environment 
to GATE students. 

 
8. What specific goals are you trying to achieve? How will you evaluate success?  My 

immediate goal as a teacher is to improving the science test scores of these students.   

Currently, LHES has one of the lowest scores in the state for math and science.  
In Math, on the Smarter Balance Assessments (SBA) last year, only 16% of my 
students had a rating of proficient or above.  My goal is to see that percentage 
double in the next 3 years.  For Science, my students will not be tested on 
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science concepts until the 8th grade.  Therefore, no immediate measurement of 
progress can made.  However, I would like at least 2 students from this year’s 
science projects to go on to compete in the Maui County Science and 
Engineering Fair in 2018.   

 
10. Other sources of funding the group has received or is planning on applying for:   

• STEMWorks has provided shared usage of 2 laptops as well as paying the way for 3 
students to attend the STEMWorks conference on O`ahu in May. 

• STEM Pre-Academy has provided equipment such as thermometers and light 
meters for use on student projects. 

 
11. Supply a community reference and their contact information.   

Elton Kinoshita, Principal, Lana`i High and Elementary School 
Ph:  808-565-7910 x226 
Email: Elton_Kinoshita@notes.k12.hi.us 

 
12. If you would like to include additional materials such as pictures, website, Facebook 

page, etc. to support your application, please attach them as separate documents, or 
include links to them.  These additional materials are welcomed, but not required. 

Website:  https://sites.google.com/site/mswsclassroom2/home/2017-science-projects 
This website houses all of my current students’ projects.  It is a work-in-progress and 
the science projects are continually updated as they complete each phase. 

 
Acknowledgement to MKCF, in the event the grant is approved, can be provided by 
labeling equipment as “Provided by the Manele Koele Charitable Fund” or wording of 
MKCF’s choice. 
 
Picture: 6th Grade 
Science Expo, held 
March 9, 2017 at 
LHES for parents 
and friends.  Shared 
computers were 
used to research and 
write up poster 
documents using the 
scientific method.  In 
the last quarter of 
the 2016-2017 
school year, the 
students will further 
research and improve upon their projects to answer the driving question, “How do we 
live off the ‘aina?” 


