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Funding	Request	Form	

	
Please answer the following questions, and email a saved copy of this document to 
info@manelekoele.org. Please send as a WORD Document.  Incomplete answers may 
delay or prevent you from being funded. 

1. Name of the organization    Lanai Community Association  
 

2. Is this organization a 501c3?    Yes 
a. If no, are you affiliated with a 501c3?  
b.  If yes, who?  

 
3. Contact info:  

a. Name:  Linda Kay Okamoto 
b. Address:  P.O. Box 630735  Lanai City, HI 96763 
c. Email:  kay@okamotorealty.com 
d. Additional contact person:  Rod Sumagit 
e. Phone #  808-559-0200 
f. EIN  no employees  IRS 501c3 # 99-6009124 

 
4.  Description and history of the organization 

 
Lana’i Community Association (LCA) is the oldest non-profit organization 
currently operating on the island of Lana’i.  LCA serves as the equivalent to the 
United Way on other islands.  LCA started in the 1940s and has been active in the 
community ever since.  Originally LCA operated the theater and the bowling alley 
(until the 1950s).  They have continued to provide support for local groups, 
including youth sports and activities and special events. 
   
LCA started the annual Christmas celebration for the children of the town with 
visitation by Santa and photos with Santa in the mid 1980s.  They continue to be 
one of the main sponsors of the Tree Lighting Ceremony currently held on the 
first week-end of December. 
The Pineapple Festival is a major event in the community.  In 1976 LCA received 
some funds from the County for a Bi-centennial event.  LCA scheduled a day of 
activities in the park with an evening program including fireworks.  LCA 
continued the event as their annual fund raising kick-off for many years. 
Lana’i’s Pineapple Festival was conceived in 1992.  Initially, this event was a two 
day event formerly known as the “Pineapple Jam.”  The island was known to be 
the largest pineapple plantation in the world, therefore, the event was intended to 
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honor the history of our island. For some years, the Visitor Bureau hosted the 
Pineapple Festival, but in 2007 the Lanai Community Association went back to 
being the sponsor of the festival.   
LCA has also been the parent organization for many of the newer non-profits on 
Lana’i.  LCA wrote the original grants for the Lana’i Youth Center and for the 
Coalition for a Drug Free Lana’i.  LCA continued to administer both organizations 
until they were able to receive their own non-profit status  
 
A Board made up of 14 members who are representatives of other community 
organizations and members at large and serve as a completely volunteer group 
governs the Organization. 
 

5. Current Project:  
a. Name of project  Lanai Pineapple Festival  
b. Rationale for project  To maintain an historical part of our community life.   

 
6. Total amount of Funding Request:  $5,000.00 

a. Date Funds will be needed:  July 7, 2018 

     7 Itemized breakdown of the funding request:  (Please include current budget for 
 organization and for the proposed project)   

• We are asking for funds to purchase additional electrical equipment for the 
festival ($3000).  We have $3,000 in the budget for equipment but that is just for 
set up, break down and rental of some items for the festival.  We now need to 
purchase more electrical junction boxes and cords, etc, for powering sound 
equipment, etc., as we have been borrowing electrical equipment from the hotel 
and much of it is getting out of date.  The equipment that we purchase also 
serves the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Festival.   

• Paying for Fireworks is a large expense and we don’t want to completely expend 
the fund (originally $50,000 in 2015 but down to $38,000 now) that we have for 
paying for the fireworks ($13,000 per year going forward.)  We want to be able to 
pay at least $2,000 of that from outside of the fund (other sources than LCA) that 
we manage.    Both budgets attached 

 
8. Identify who the funding request would benefit, i.e. what age groups, etc.  Include 

number and demographics of targeted population.  The Pineapple Festival benefits 
the entire community.  The Festival is an event that all of the community can be 
involved in as well as visitors to our island.  By having the festival annually, we 
received many return guests and former residents.  The number of people 
coming for the festival helps all of the business community as well.   
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9. What specific goals are you trying to achieve? How will you evaluate success? 
Our main goal is to be able to continue the Pineapple Festival for our community.  
We do receive a grant from the county, but need this additional funding to complete 
our Festival.  Goals for the Pineapple Festival are to improve economic activity 
during the summer months for our businesses as well as other non-profit groups on 
the island.  Two years ago, we did receive funding from the Manele Koele Charitable 
Fund for additional tents for the festivals  
  

 
10.  Other sources of funding the group has received or is planning on applying for: 
We receive a grant from Maui County for $20,000.  That amount is reflected in our 
attached budget.  We also received a $50,000 donation from Pulama Lanai in the 
summer of 2015 to be used in the coming years for the fireworks show.  We have had 
to use $22,000.00 of that fund so far.  We want to be able to reduce our draw from 
that fund as much as we possibly can, in order to continue the fireworks show for 
our entire community into the future.   

 
11.  Supply a community reference and their contact information. 

Dannette Rodrigues  808-205-2050 
hotrodrodrigues@aol.com 

 
12.  If you would like to include additional materials such as pictures, website, Facebook 
page, etc. to support your application, please attach them as separate documents, or 
include links to them.  These additional materials are welcomed, but not required. 

 
Website:  www.lanaicommunityassociation.com 
 


