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Funding	Request	Form	

	
Please answer the following questions, and email a saved copy of this document to 
info@manelekoele.org. Please send as a WORD Document.  Incomplete answers may 
delay or prevent you from being funded. 

1. Lanai High Elementary School Grade Kindergarten 
 

2. Is this organization a 501c3? 

Yes, Hawaii DOE 
 

3. Contact info:  
a. Name: Valerie Robinett 
b. Address: PO Box 630630 Lanai City, HI 96763 
c. Email: Valerie_robinett@notes.k12.hi.us 
d. Additional contact person: Elton Kinoshita 
e. Phone # 808-313-0199 
f. EIN (Employment Identification Number) 

4.  Description and history of the organization 
We have a new kindergarten team this year at the school.  I join Mrs. Chew at 
the kindergarten level as the first teachers to many of our keiki.  We’re having a 
great year collaborating and finding how we can better meet the needs of our 
students. 

 
 

5. Current Project:  
a. Name of project: Kindergarten Tech 
b. Rationale for project: Our students entered our classroom at impressive 

academic levels and are eager to learn.  We want to ensure we’re meeting 
individual student needs and helping them achieve academic success and love 
for learning.  Our curriculums have been designed to be engaging and 
interactive.  We’re missing the interactive piece which requires us to adjust our 
curriculum to make it engaging in other ways.  The tech components that make 
our curriculum engaging and interactive are key components to our lessons.  It’s 
vital to ensure we can incorporate these components as we strive to excel our 
students to compete academically with other students across the nation.  They’re 
definitely coming in competitive and it’s our responsibility to give them all the 
tools, resources and knowledge to have the same advantages.  As we continue 
to grow our tech program at the school our students will have the experiences 
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and knowledge to take on the real world once they move on and graduate.  They 
will be able to take the skills they’ve obtained to further their education and come 
back and be the future leaders of our community or others.  Without the tech 
many are falling behind and don’t have the same experiences and skills as 
others they may have to compete against to get into college, tech programs or 
whatever it may be that they choose to accomplish. 

 
6. Total amount of Funding Request: 25,078.96 

a. Date Funds will be needed: asap 

     7 Itemized breakdown of the funding request:  (Please include current budget for 
 organization and for the proposed project)  
Please see attached invoices with the breakdown of our tech wish list.  Total is $31,600.96 Our 
school will assist with the install expenses of $6,522.00 and possibly and warranties that are 
being billed. 
 

7. Identify who the funding request would benefit, i.e. what age groups, etc.  Include 
number and demographics of targeted population. 
The funding would directly benefit the kindergarten students of Lanai school.  Mrs. 
Chew’s 16 students and Mrs. Robinett’s 16 students.  Many of our students come from 
low socio-economic homes and don’t have tech opportunities outside of school.  If we 
don’t provide it at school some may not be exposed to all the wonders of tech until 
much later in their schooling.  I believe other teachers will also benefit from us exposing 
our students to tech early in their education.  This will also in turn better prepare them 
for life outside of school as society continues to evolve around the advancements of 
technology.  Our students may one day be leading some of these advancements if we 
give them the opportunity. 

 
8. What specific goals are you trying to achieve? How will you evaluate success? 

The goal we will be trying to achieve is to make school engaging and relevant.  Build the 
sense of pride in their education, love for learning that will allow them to be life-long 
learners. 
Another important goal we would achieve is being more productive and efficient in the 
classroom.  This tech equipment will allow us as teachers to deliver instruction 
efficiently and smoothly keeping students on task and engaged.   
The goal of have a functional and safe classroom environment would also be achieved.  
Currently our transitions are very clumsy and time consuming.  We have cords running 
across the classroom and required to move and reposition current equipment numerous 
times in a lesson.  This is a disruption and a hazard as students and teacher move 
around the room being mindful of the cords and equipment. 
This will be evaluated by documenting increased instructional time and observing more 
efficient instruction and on-task student behavior. 
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The academic progress will be evaluated in universal screeners used to track student 
achievement. But also on a more personal level of identifying with students and getting 
real feedback from the students themselves as we witness student engagement and 
seeing the spark all students should have with learning.   

 
10. Other sources of funding the group has received or is planning on applying for: Our 

school has offered to assist with as much as they can and I have also considered 
submitting on Donors choose for additional things such as headphones or anything else 
we may need to complete our tech project. 
 

11. Supply a community reference and their contact information. 
 
Elton Kinoshita 808-718-1590 
Fran Waite 808-649-0317 

 
12. If you would like to include additional materials such as pictures, website, Facebook 

page, etc. to support your application, please attach them as separate documents, or 
include links to them.  These additional materials are welcomed, but not required. 

Link to videos I have put together teaching in a tech classroom and no tech classroom. 
 
 
https://youtu.be/6FxO617lfbg  (Current Low-Tech Classroom) 
 
https://youtu.be/qryrSpNVv0g  (Interactive Tech Classroom) 
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